Hinduism


Subject: Global Studies I

Benchmark: Vishvanatha Temple

Standards: 2A, 2C

TOPIC: Hinduism

MAJOR IDEA: The Hindu faith has historically been the religious basis of life in India.  Yet, over time outside groups have invaded India bringing new teachings such as Islam to the subcontinent.  This unit will explore the ways that the temples at Khujuraho reflect Hinduism and change over time in India.

SUGGESTED AIMS:

· What are the important beliefs of Hinduism?  Is it a monotheistic or polytheistic religion? 
· What are karma and dharma?
· How do Hinduism and Buddhism compare to each other?
VISUAL EXAMPLES:

· Map of Khujuraho

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES:

· Ask students to explore a map of Khujuraho and note the many temples dedicated to different deities.  Based on this information ask students to hypothesize whether Hinduism is a monotheistic or polytheistic religion.  Could it be both?

· Hinduism is a religion that is monotheistic in that all gods are representations of the one god Brahma, yet many people perceive Hinduism as a polytheistic religion due to the proliferation of specific Hindu gods and goddesses.  Ask students to research one of the above positions and hold a debate in class. 

· Hinduism is a unique blending of many religious traditions into one.  How does the architecture and sculpture at Khujuraho reveal this blending?  Present your findings to the class.

· At Khujuraho there is a Jain Temple as well as Hindu Temples.  Ask students to research the Jain religion and explain its origins as a mixture of Hinduism and Buddhism.  What practices does it retain from each of these influences and how has it adapted them?  Why do you think a Jain Temple was built in such a large complex of Hindu Temples?
· Hinduism is a religion that believes there are many true paths to perfection.  In fact, you could be Hindu and also practice another religion at the same time.  How is this different from the Judeo-Christian view of salvation?  How do you think religious tolerance might have helped India’s development?  Do you believe that India developed a tolerant religious view because of the many diverse peoples there, or that many diverse peoples were able to maintain their cultures because they existed in a tolerant religious climate?  Create short skits providing examples of tolerance that you would like to see in your daily life.
· Workers would have spent their entire lives involved in the construction of the temples at Khujuraho.  Why do you think they would have done this?  How does this devotion to one trade and one life-long endeavor illustrate the Hindu teachings of karma and dharma?  
HOMEWORK:

· Interview people in your community who are Hindu.  Ask them about how they practice their religion and how their beliefs and practices might be the same or different from other Hindus.  How does what you learned compare to the physical representation of the Hindu faith at the Vishvanatha Temple?

· Create a Venn diagram showing Hinduism and Buddhism with the beliefs they have in common showing in the overlapping portion of the diagram.  
· Buddha was disillusioned with the religious practices that existed in his world, so he created his own religious practice, which held on to some of the Hindu teachings he believed in.  He broke with teachings that he found to be burdensome or cause suffering.  If you were going to create your own new religion, what parts of your current practice would you hold on to and what would you discard?  Why? How would your new religion address needs within our modern society?
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